
 

Verona Area School District 343.43-Rule 

 

PROCEDURES FOR HANDLING COURSE APPLICATIONS THROUGH THE  

TECHNICAL COLLEGE COURSE PROGRAM (“Start College Now” Program) 

 

A. Student Eligibility to Attend Individual Courses at Technical Colleges 

 

1. In addition to meeting any other applicable eligibility requirements, a student who wishes to 

enroll in a course through a Wisconsin technical college under the technical college course 

program (“Start College Now” Program) must:  

 

a. Submit all required notices, parent/guardian permissions (if under 18), and technical college 

applications on a timely basis.   

 

b. Have completed 10th grade (all requirements met, including a minimum of 12 high school 

credits completed toward graduation by the end of the high school semester in which the 

student gives notice of his/her intent to take a technical college course);  

 

c. Not be a child at risk of not graduating from high school, as defined by state law; and  

 

d. Be in good academic standing within the District. For purposes of this requirement, “good 

academic standing” in the District means the student must have a 2.0 cumulative grade point 

average (GPA) and have an 85% attendance rating. The student cannot have any failures in 

the semester previous to making a technical college course request through the “Start College 

Now” Program.  

 

2. A technical college district board may deny a high school student admission to the technical 

college, or registration in a specific course, for any of the reasons provided in state law, including 

the technical college’s determination that the student has an unacceptable record of disciplinary 

problems. To the extent consistent with student records laws and with the District’s student 

records policies and procedures, the District will certify student disciplinary information that is 

necessary for completing and processing a student’s application to enroll in and take a course at a 

technical college under the “Start College Now” Program.  

 

3. A student who is participating in the (“Start College Now” Program in any semester may not 

simultaneously participate in the Early College Credit Program.  

 

4. The District may refuse to allow a student with a disability to attend a technical college through 

the “Start College Now” Program if the costs related to any special services required for the 

student would impose an undue financial burden on the District. The determination of undue 

financial burden will made by the District Administrator after consulting with other appropriate 

members of the administrative staff, including the Business Manager.  

 

5. Students in home-based private educational programs, residents of the District who are private 

school students, and nonresident students who are participating in the part-time open enrollment 

program are not eligible to participate in the “Start College Now” Program through the District, 

even if they are taking or have taken individual courses in Verona Area High School.   

 

6. Students attending classes at a technical college under this program shall be responsible for their 

own transportation, except as otherwise required by law. 



 

B. Course Application and Review Process 

 

1. Students interested in attending individual courses at a technical college under the “Start College 

Now” Program must do all of the following to start the application process: 

 

a. Submit a timely and complete application directly to the applicable technical college, under 

any procedures and deadlines established by the technical college; and  

 

b. Submit a timely and complete written notice to the District that identifies the student’s intent 

to take one or more technical college courses under the “Start College Now” Program. The 

student shall use the Wisconsin Technical College System (WTCS)-approved form when 

providing this written notice. A separate notification form must be completed and processed 

for each semester that a student applies to participate in the “Start College Now” Program.   

 

• The initial notification form shall be submitted to the High School Principal or designee 

by March 1 if the student intends to enroll at the technical college in the subsequent fall 

semester, and by October 1 if the student intends to enroll in the subsequent spring 

semester.  

 

• If the student who intends to take a technical college course is a minor, the student’s 

parent/guardian must provide signed permission for the student to participate in the 

program on the student’s initial notification form.  
 

2. As soon as such information is available, the student shall further notify the High School 

Principal or designee if the student has been: 

 

a. Admitted to technical college to which the student applied;  

 

b. Successfully enrolled in and registered to attend individual courses; and  

 

c. If any of the course information provided on the initial notification has changed.  

 

3. Students are required to cooperate with the District in providing any information that may be 

necessary to determine their eligibility for the program and process individual course requests.   

 

4. Upon receiving a student’s written notification of intent to participate in the “Start College Now” 

Program, the High School Principal or designee shall process the student’s request, including 

determining all of the following:  

 

a. Whether a student meets the minimum eligibility criteria for participation in the program.  

 

b. Whether the student will be eligible to receive high school credit for the successful 

completion of a proposed course and, if so, how much high school credit.  

 

c. whether a proposed course is comparable to a course already offered in the District. The term 

“comparable” under this rule means all of the following: (1) the high school course is offered 

during the period of time after the student notifies the district of his/her intention to 

participate in the “Start College Now” Program and prior to the student’s graduation, (2) the 

high school course is available for enrollment, and (3) the high school course content, as 

determined by curriculum guides, goals, scope and sequence, is 80% equivalent to the content 

http://mywtcs.wtcsystem.edu/wtcsinternal/cmspages/getdocumentfile.aspx?nodeguid=0420aa8e-fc84-4701-a6ad-9eb0a31e7314


of the technical college course as determined by the technical college course syllabus, if 

available, and course description.  

 

d. Whether the proposed course and any resulting credit meets any of the District’s high school 

graduation requirements.  

 

The determination of whether a course is eligible to receive high school credit and satisfies a high 

school graduation requirement shall be made with reference to the District’s graduation 

requirements policy and by applying the standards and guidelines that the District applies to its 

own course offerings and to courses that are submitted for a similar assessment by students who 

are requesting to take courses outside of the district under other educational program options 

(e.g., Early College Credit Program, part-time open enrollment) and by students who are 

transferring into the District. 

 

5. The High School Principal or designee shall notify the student, in writing, of the District’s 

determinations regarding awarding of high school credit (including the amount of credit), course 

comparability, and satisfaction of high school graduation requirements. The District shall also 

notify the student of his/her right to appeal any negative determinations on these issues to the 

State Superintendent of Public Instruction.  

 

a.  Provided that none of the course information provided on the student’s initial notice of intent 

has changed, such notice shall normally be issued by [identify the applicable date at least 30 

days before the beginning of the technical college semester in which the student will be 

enrolled in the course – e.g., May 15]  for initial notices that were received by March 1 for 

fall courses, and by [e.g., November 15] for initial notices that were received by October 1 

for spring courses.  

 

b. If the District determines that it is impractical to provide notice of the District’s course-

related determinations in the regular time-frame identified immediately above, such notice 

shall, at a minimum, be issued at least 30 days before the beginning of the technical college 

semester in which the student will be enrolled for the course(s).  

 

6. Appeals of District Decisions. If an applicant for the program disagrees with a District decision 

regarding course comparability or the satisfaction of high school graduation requirements, state 

law provides that the applicant may appeal the District’s decision to the State Superintendent of 

Public Instruction within 30 days after the District’s decision.   

 

7. A student’s grade earned in a technical college course that receives high school credit toward 

graduation shall be incorporated into the student’s high school cumulative grade point average for 

purposes of determining honors, class rank, and scholarship eligibility. A student’s official high 

school transcript shall include any technical college courses taken by the student while in high 

school as well as the grades earned in such courses.  

 

CROSS REF.: 345.1, Grading Systems 
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